
All  meetings take place on Wednesdays at 7.30pm in the Main Lecture Theatre (3.25), 
John Anderson Build ing, Strathclyde University, Rottenrow East, Glasgow G4 0NG

N O N - M EM B ER S  W E LC O M E   –   D IS A BL E D A CC E SS  

TH E  ROYA L  PH I L O S OP H I C A L  SO C I E T Y OF  GL A SG OWPR O G R A M M E   2 0 11 – 20 12 2 10T H  L E C TU R E  SE R I E S
IN FO R M ED,  I N T ELL IGEN T TAL K 

A N D  DI SCUSSION
If you enjoy listening, discussing, debating, being 

int ellectually challenged, and gaining insight int o old and new 
disciplines, then the Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow 
is for you. Our  speakers are national and int ernational 
experts in their various fields, experts who enjoy sharing 
their knowledge wi th an audience eager to learn more about 
the many thi ngs that affect our l ives.  A friendl y atmosphere 
pervades all our meetings, and a complimentary dr ink  after 
each lecture ensures further animated discussion. 

The Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow was 
founded in 1802 “to aid the study, diff usion, and advancement 
of the arts and sciences with their applications, and the better 
understanding of publ ic affairs”. Over two  centu ries later, it still  
meets regularly, and the topics addressed are widely diverse. 

The Society contri butes to and enriches public life in 
the West of Scotland. Over the years we have looked at many 
aspects of cult ure and society in the context of our national 
histor ical background . Topics whi ch have been recentl y 
presented at the Society meetings include ‘The 1970s in historic 
perspective’, ‘Operating from images’, ‘Understanding terrorism’ and 
‘21st century energy challenges: fuel for thought’.  

We have more than 900 activ e members. Average 
attendance at meetings last year was over 300, an ind ication of 
the Society’s success. Come join us at our Wednesday evening 
lectures: 12 in each session from October to March. There is no 
charge for entr y and no obligation to join – although, of course, 
we hope you wi ll , and thus add to our continuin g vitality. 

The Council has decided to reintroduce an old tradition 
wit hin  the Society and have a ‘Members’ Talks’ event at the end of 
the usual session. It w ill  take the form of four 15 minute talks wit h 
5 minutes for questions. Each talk w ill  be given by a member and 
those interested should submit  the usual speaker sponsor form. 

Council wi ll select the four papers for presentation.
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M EETIN GS FOR CURIOU S MINDS

5 OCTOBER 2011 PROF GORD ON  CAMP BELL 
 Professor of Renaissance Studies, University of Leicester 

 The King James Bible: language and literature 
19 OCTOBER PROF CHRI S STRI NGER
 Research Leader in Human Origins, Natural History Museum, London 

 The origi n of our species
2 NOVEMBER DR VICT ORI A  CROWE 
 Artist, Curator of the 2011 Royal Scottish Academy Exhibition  

 Inspir ati on and process – the creative journey
16 NOVEMBER  THE RT HON  GEORGE REID  
 Former MP, MSP and Presiding Officer of the Scottish Parliament 

 Gettin g to yes
30 NOVEMBER  PROF CHRI S FRIT H  
 Emeritus Professor of Neuropsychology, University College London 

 What is consciousness for?
14 DECEMBER  DR JEAN  VENA BLES
 Past President, Institution of Civil Engineers 

 The importance of water and climate change in food production THE KELVIN  LECTURE

11 JANUARY 2012 M R JOHN  DONA LDSON
 Woodcarver and Sculptor 

 Grand designs – Stirling  1540
25 JANUARY M S SHAM I  CHAK RABART I  
 Director of Liberty 

 Liberty and common values
8 FEBRUARY  PROF JOHN  BURN  
 Professor of Clinical Genetics, University of Newcastle  

 Twi ns, genes and stem cells: in search of self
22 FEBRUARY  PROF DOROTHY  H CRAW FORD  
 Emeritus Professor of Medical Microbiology, University of Edinburgh 

 Mic robes and us: an ill ustrated talk on how microbes shaped our history THE GRAH AM  LECTURE

7 MARCH  PROF NOEL SHAR KEY 
 Professor of Artificial Intelligence and Robotics, University of Sheffield  

 The ethical marketplace of robot fut ures JOINT MEETING WITH THE BRITISH SCIENCE ASSOCIATION

21 MARCH BARO NESS O’NEILL OF BENGARV E 
PRECEDED BY AGM Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, University of Cambridge  

 Do we need to rethink  press freedom? THE M INERVA  LECTURE 

4 APRIL  M EMBERS’ TALK S



The Direct Debit  Guarantee 
• This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies 
that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits
• I f there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit The 
Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow will notify you 10 working days in advance of 
your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. 
• I f an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by The Royal Philosophical
Society of Glasgow or your bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and 
immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 
• You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or 
building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.

ACCE S S
Meetings take place in The John Anderson Buil ding
whi ch is in the pedestri anised area between Rottenrow 
and Rottenrow East.  Entry  is through glass doors on 
either side and the lecture theatre is dow n one level at 
level 3. Disabled access is by lift from ground level.

POSTCODE for satnav users:  G4 0NG

BY FOOT: 10 minutes brisk walk from Queen St Station.

 From Cathedral St, turn into the campus along Taylor St.

 From Rottenrow, enter pedestri anised area wit h 
Business School on left, follow path in f ront of 
Architecture Build ing; the John Anderson Buildi ng is 
ahead to your right. 

BY BUS:  There are many bus routes along 
Cathedral St and Hig h St.

BY VEHI CLE:  
From Cathedral, tur n into Rottenrow East at Barony, 
and park in Collin s St (free after 6pm) or go through 
open barrier to pedestri an area and park behind John 
Anderson Buildi ng.  

 From George St, tur n left up Montr ose St or North  
Portland St and park on street or in McCance Build ing 
car park (enter from Richmond St).

KEY TO  M AP:
UNIVERSITY CAR PARKS (FREE):  John Anderson Building, 
McCance Building;  Taylor Street.

PUBLIC CAR PARKS (CHARGED ALL HOURS): 
High St. Car Park: entrance  Castle St.
Barony Car Park: entrance Collins St.

BUCHANAN ST UNDERGROUND STATION

M E M B E R SH I P

Membership Appli cation and Renewal
Please print the information requested below in ballpoint pen

MEM BERSHIP NO, IF KNO WN, OR ENTER ‘NEW’:......................................

TITLE: ...............  FIRST NAM E(S): .......................................................................

FAMILY NA ME:.......................................................................................................

ADDRESS: ...................................................................................................................

TOWN & POSTCODE: .........................................................................................

TELEPHONE(S):...................................................................................................... 

EMAIL ADDRESS:.....................................................................................................
 for Royal Philosophical Society correspondence only

Titles and names of any additional members at the same address:

APPLICANT S: ...........................................................................................................

Notes 
•. As all payments will be treated as Gift Aid, you may be liable if you do not pay UK 
income tax. If you are not eligible please add a cross to the box.   

•. No application for new or renewed membership will be considered without a 
cheque or completed Direct Debit form for the relevant subscription.

•. Membership records will be retained in the Society’s archives and will not be used 
for any external purpose. 

I/We hereby apply to join the Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow

SIGNAT URE:................................................................  DATE: ............................

Please complete the attached Direct Debit form, 
(or attach a cheque for the full amount due).

Membership Rates 
for the year from August 2011 to July 2012

Full  Subscript ion:  £30 NO OF PERSONS ................ @£30

Concessions:  £25   NO OF PERSONS ................ @£25
under 25, over 65, student or unemployed

Discount:  £10 per member IF you pay by Direct Debit AND 
provide your e-mail address for ALL communication. 

TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION  DUE: £............................

CO U N C I L  M E M B E R S   2 0 11  –  2 01 2 

Instruction to your bank or buildi ng
society to pay by Dir ect Debit

Please fill in the form using a ballpoint pen and send it to

RPSG, D12, 160 BOTH WELL ST, GLASGOW G2 7EL
or hand it to the Administrator or a Council member at a meeting

NAM E(S) OF ACCOUN T HOLDERS: .......................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

BANK/BUIL DIN G SOCIETY ACCOUN T NO:  nnnnnnnn
BRANCH  SORT CODE: nnnnnn
To: The Manager
NAM E OF BANK /BUILDING SOCIETY: ..................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

FULL ADDRESS & POSTCODE:................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

Instruction to your bank or buildi ng society
Please pay The Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow Direct 
Debits from the account detailed in thi s Instruction subject to 
the safeguards assured by the Dir ect Debit Guarantee. 
I understand that this Instruction may remain wi th The Royal 
Philosophical Society of Glasgow and, if so, details wil l be 
passed electronically to my bank/bui ldi ng society.

SIGNAT URE:................................................................  DATE: ............................
Banks and building societies may not accept 
Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account

For RPSG use only
REFERENCE:   nnnnnnnnnn
SERVICE USER NUM BER:  nnnnnn

Please retur n this completed Appli cation Form 
(and the Direct Debit  form or a cheque) to:

RPSG, D12, 160 BOTH WELL ST, GLASGOW G2 7EL
or hand it to the Administrator or a Council member at a meeting

PRESIDE NT :  Prof Sir Roddy MacSween

V ICE PRESIDE NTS : Prof David  Murray-Smith
 Mr Alec Mitchell,  Dr John Carnduff  

HON  SECRETARY:  Mrs Mairi  Mitchell 

HON  TREASURER:  Mr Mervyn  Lovat CA

COUN CIL : Prof John Barker  Dr Dun can Booker

 Dr Jeffrey Jay  Barbara McAndr ew 

  Prof Jan McDonald  Mr Jim Mearns 

  Prof Hamish Scott  Mrs Susan Sinclair 

  Karin Spalter  Dr Carol Trager-Cowan

R P S G


